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Annapolis — Copies of secret 
city police surveillance reports 
—including “spot” reports on 
activities of some public offi- 
cials— regularly have been sent 
to the state attorney general, 
fto Mayor Schaefer and to fed- 
al investigative agencies, the 1 
rBaltimore police commissioner I 
[testified yesterday. 

Donald D. Pomerleau, the 
commissioner,* told a legisla- 
tive committee that copies of 
the department’s surv^ance 
reports are sent to these poUti- 
pans and agencies as part of a 
normal “exchange of infonna- 
|ion.” 

Mr. Pomerleau said that all 
surveillance reports from his 
Inspe^onal Services Division, 
Including the activities of indi- 
viduals not suspected of crimi- 
nal activity, routinely go to the 
other agencies. 

The commissioner said that 
the Inspectional Services Divi- 
sion keeps “activity’* files on 
numerous public figures when 
they appear at meetings at 
which persons under surveil- 
lance are in attendance. 

He denied that the depart- 
ment kfeps dossiers on report- 
ers, clergymen or elected offi- 
cials unless the individual is 
suspected of criminal activity. 



“Mitchell caper” 

* During more than three 
hours of testimony before the 
Senate Constitutional and 
Public Law Committee, Mr. 
Pomerleau conceded that the 
Inspectional Sendees Division 
has collected infonnation for 
activity files on Milton B. AL 
lea, former state’s attor- 
ney; jtbf Rev. Marian J. Bas- 
com« a dvil rig^ activist, and 
the women’s liberation move- 



ment 

He also said the divlsion;|f^ 
compiled a more comyebr 
live file on state Senator CLir- 
ence M. Mitchell 3d (D., 38th 
Baltimore). 

“He’s not unfamiliar to us,” 
he said, noting that this report 
was “purely police business.” 

Mr. Pomerleau did not elab- 
orate on what he later called 
the “Senator Clarence Mitchell 
Caper.” The state senator said 
he had no idea what Mr. Pom- 
erleau was referring to. 

The dty police commissioner 
said that besides sending cop- 
ies of the division’s reports to 
the 'Mayor’s office and the at- 
torney general, copies are sent 
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t to the FBI and to “Army intel- 
ligence.” 

Only the FBI apparently still 
has these dty surveillance re- 
ports on file. 

. A spokesman for the FBI In 
Washington said that the bu- 
! eau normally receives intellig- 
mce reports from local police 
uiits and reviews them for 
elevant information. 

The si^kesman said all the 
i iformation is retained and 
I lat occasionally the reports 
re disseminated to meml^rs 
< f the “intelligence commu- 
lity” such as the CIA, the 
! ecret Service and military in- 
t illigence units. 

A spokesman for the Army 
said that its intelligence unit 
no longer gathers iformation 
on dvilians unless they are 
empipyed by the. military or 
unless specific authorization is 
obtained from the secretary of 
the Army. 

In 1971, the spokesman said, 
most of the Army’s dvilian 
files were destroyed. 

amaging 

Mayor Schaefer said he had 
received some Inspectional Ser- 
vices Division reports from Mr. 
Pomerleau but there was “noth- 
ing about newspaper reporters, 
nothing about political figures. 

I would have remembered 
that.” 

Mr. Schaefer’s executive as- 
sistant, Joan B. Bereska, said. 
“They were just things like a 
riot at the Civic Center, rock 
throwing or disturbances at 
I schools. No political meetinp. 



I can’t recall anything like 
that.” 

Mrs. Bereska said she de- 
stroyed “most of them” and 
that some of the reports may 
not have even reached the 
Mayor’s desk. 

Neither Mr. Sdiaefer nor 
Mrs. Bereska could explain 
Mr. Pomerleau’s statement 
that the Mayor received copies 
of all reports, induding reports 
from aefivity files on public 
figures. 

“It's amazing to me that he 
would say that,” Mr. Schaefer 
said. “He may have me mixed 
up with someone else.” 

Henry R. Lord, a deputy 
attorney general, said the re- 
ports were sent “just as a cour- 
tesy. They were purely infor- 
natJonal. They’re <rf no particu- 
lar us^ to us. After all we’re 
not an investigative agency.” 
Mr. Lord said he had not 
seen any of the reports “for 
two or three years.” He said 
be does not kTOw if the agency 
still received these reports 
from the dty police commis- 
sioner. 

“A lot of this stuff probably 
waai't even read at all. It was 
just discarded as it came in..” 
He said the reports “came in 
sporadically” and usually cons- 
isted of a dngle sheet of white 
paper with “six or seven lines 
of information” marked “confi- 
dential, not for attribution.” 

The dty police commissioner 
told the legislative committee 
that the department’s own ac- 
tivity files on dvil rights and 
war protest activists were des- 
troyed in January, 1974. 

He said he told Maj. Bernard 
F. Norton, the head of dlrtsion 
“to get rid of them. We don’t 



need them. They are cluttering 
our files. 

“I thought he shredded the 
stuff but he said he went down 
to the Cherry Hill incinerator 
and had a bonfire,” the com- 
missioner related. 

In lengthy and at times 
meandering testimony, Mr. 
Pomerleau said: 

• He favors a full investiga- 
tion into the charges of illegal 
surveillance activities by the 
division. He said he will co-op- 
erate with any legislative in- 
quiry if confidential informa- 
tion can be discussed at pri- 
vate executive session. 

• No illegal electronic sur- 
veillance or other illegal 
spying activity jjias been con- 
ducted by the ^vision. 

“We have never been ' a 
party to any illegal activity,” 
he told the legislators. 

• He defended the activity 
of the division, asserting that 
it was essential to keep tabs 
on those advocating revolution 
or violence or those plotting 
the commission of crimes. 

“People are damned tired of 
all tins anarchy and revolu- 
tion,’^ he said. “We still have 
revolutionaries out in the dty , 
but they’re led by a bunch of 
duds.” 

Mr. Pomerleau said that the 
list of those in the division’s 
files contains 60 organizations 
and 120 individuals (99 men 
and 21 women) and that S2 of 
these had arrest records. 

Mr. Pomerleau said he will 
refuse to publicly divulge ifos 
list, although he said he might 
give it to the committee in 
executive session. 

“I’d like to protect these | 







people’s light of privacy/* be 
said. 

The commissioner told the 
committee he had Issued a 
new ordw last week to reduce 
the possibility of illegd sur- 
veillance activities. The order 
requires members of the divi- 
sion to have “prior, written 
approval from the police com- 
rhissioner” before conducting 
surveillance of individuals not 
under suspicion of criminal ac- 
tivity. 

And the commissioner has 
asked Francis B. Burch, the 
attorney general, for his ad- 
vice on ways to conduct addi- 
ticnal inquiries “so we can lay 
to rest once-and-for-ali, at 
least in the minds of the ma- 
jority, the concerns that have 
be^ developed.’* Mr. Lord 
said no reply has been sent yet 
from the attorney general. 

He told the committw a full 
inquiry into the allegations of 
wrongdoing is needed “to re- 
establish credibility” in the 
Police Department. 

“I would like to open this 
thing up” he toW them. “I’m 
getting a little bit disturbed 
about these inferences and in- 
nuendos. Where’s the evi- 
dence?” 

Mr. Pomerleau was the last 
speaker at the five-hour hw- 
ing. Ail speakers asked the 
committee to make a full in- 
vestigation into the division s 
activities. 

Senator Edward 'T.* Conroy 
(D., Prince Georges), the com- 
mittee chairman, said he 
hopes to take a vote on the 
resolution this week. The reso- 
lution would establish a special 
committee to investigate the 
[surveillance allegations. 


















